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Wallingford — Cornelius 
Ryan, author of “The Longest 
Day,” stood, head bowed, in the 
Choate Library Sunday and paid 
tribute to his friend, John F. 
Kennedy. 

He had come to talk about his 
bestselling book on the Normandy 
Invasion, but he admitted, “In 
this moment of incredulous grief 
... it is difficult to talk about 
war and the writing of it.” 

“Let me say something about 
this man that I loved very dear- 
ly,” Ryan asked. 

“There is' something in our pe- 
culiar civilization,” Ryan noted: 
‘‘certain pockets of evil that break 
but occasionally . . . and destroy 
the good.” 

The noted historian touched on 
some of the things that made up 
lhat “good” which had been de- 
stroyed by an assassin’s bullet. 

He told of a man so firm in 
ais seat of power, “you always 
tnew . . . that he was the Presi- 
lent.” But he also told of a father 
Who arrived in Hyannis Port in 
the turmoil of election day and 
ghouted to Ryan as he left the air- 
port, “don’t forget the teddy bears 
tn the plane,” for his children. 

Mental Rapport • 

Ryan said Kennedy had an 
amazing mind, yet “there was a 
man that my generation, that our 
generation, could talk to.” He 
was so widely read and kept so 
well informed on many things that, 
“he was able to meet you half- 
way.” 

, Ryan recalled a vigorous dis- 
cussion on the invasion of Nor- 
hiandy that Kennedy and he had 
on the back veranda of the Ken- 
nedy home, in Hyannis Port, the 
day of the election, 
x “On this day of tension, await- 
ing the returns of the election, 
ae suddenly whirled on me,” Ryan 
paid, and asked, “What do you 
fhink would have happened on the 
Deaches if Rommel (the German 
general) had been there?” 

Ryan admitted he was unpre- 
pared for Kennedy to bring it up 
et such a time and he was a little 



‘Longest Day’ Praises 
‘Man We Could Talk To’ 



amazed at how much the man 
knew about the complexities of the 
invasion. 

However, again he noted that 
Kennedy, the voracious reader, 
was able to talk and talk well 
about almost anything. 

Ryan said he has known presi- 
dents and prime ministers, but 
“you rarely find one that is 
learned,” 

“Here was a learned man,” he 
said, “who read the reports put 
before him.” He noted this in con- 



trast t osome past presidents “who 
rarely read a newspaper.” 

Ryan talked of the great cour- 
age of the men who hit the 
beaches at Normandy in 1944 and 
called it the couage “of people 
like Kennedy.” The author noted 
the many tributes to the assassi- 
nated President that are coming 
from all over the world, and then 
he gave his own: 

Into this great mosaic of cour- 
age that is this country, this price- 
less jewel has been set.” 



